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Estimating regional quarterly GDP and the
remaining issues

Mitsuhiro OKANO™, Yoshihisa INADA* *

Abstract

This paper estimates the part of the quarterly regional GDP — private consumption, housing investment,
private investment, and pubulic investment — in Kansai Economy for the purpose of promoting the utiliza-
tion of regional economic data. The regional domestic expenditure index (RDEI) is used for estimation,
comparing the Kansai’s share of the quarterly Japanese GDP as a benchmark. This study shows that Kansai's
share of private consumption has a declining trend, which affects the benchmark and estimated quarterly
consumption. This study also shows that the difference between the estimated and the benchmark series is

relatively small in case of housing investment, private investment and public investment.

Key Words

quarterly GDP, regional economy, regional domestic expenditure index (RDEI)

* Osaka Gakuin University, Faculty of Economics
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The influence of socioeconomic status on physical and men-
tal health: regional differences in medical checkup data from
Iwaki Health Promotion Project and web surveys

Yukiko KURTHARA ™", Young-Jun LEE *? Shigeyuki NAKAJI*?,
Koichi MURASHITA **, Ippei TAKAHASHI*°, Kaori SAWADA *°

Summary

This research aims to clarify regional differences in health and to identify the determining factors for both
physical and mental health by applying a bivariate probit model. We use two sources of data for the analysis:
medical checkup data collected by the Health Promotion Project in Iwaki of Aomori Prefecture and Internet
data surveyed across several prefectures at the large-region level.

The results are as follows : (1) Controlling for household composition and personal attributes, the fea-
tures of physical and mental health differ not only according to smoking and exercising habits, but also by
region and income class ; (2) When accounting for lifestyle habits at the small-region level, this research
clarified the particular influence of secondhand smoking on mental health; and the influence of drinking hab-

its on both physical and mental health.

Key Words

Bivariate probit model, Interview surveys, Web-based surveys, Regional characteristics

*1 College of Economics, Ritsumeikan University
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Jie Lie, China’s GDP statistics -Comparison with Japan
Estimation Methods and Relevant Statistics

(Scholar’s Press, Saarbriicken, 2016)
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