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Historical change in the statistical system of the Govern-
ment of the Ryukyu Islands under the United States’rule

Iramina Chinatsu®

Summary

The aim of this paper is to clarify the historical change in the statistical system of the Government of the
Ryukyu Islands under the United States’rule and to examine its characteristics.

After World War II, it was necessary for Government of the Ryukyu Islands as an independent area to
prepare government statistics as administrative documents, under constraints such as limited budget and
statistical personnel, and the absence of statistical experts. In addition, conducting surveys based on sam-
pling theory was also an issue. The Bureau of Central Statistics of Government of the Ryukyu Islands de-
cided to focus on a few statistical surveys by sampling theory to improve accuracy. However, reflecting
strong demands of other departments for statistics as administrative purposes, the purposive selection
method surveys was used again. the statistical system of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands needed to
find a compromise between the increase of administrative documents and the accuracy of sampling theory.

From 1961, due to the start of accepting aid from the Japanese government, both the expansion of statis-
tical surveys and the development of sample surveys had progressed, whereas the comparability with the

statistics of mainland Japan had become a new issue.

Key Words
History of statistics, Government statistics, Statistical survey, Comparability, Government of the Ryukyu

Islands
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