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Population Survey Using Family Registers
in the Early Meiji Era

Kozo YAMAGUCHI*

Summary

This paper focuses on the use of family registers in the Kai-kuni (present Yamanashi Prefecture) Cur-
rent Population Survey and clarifies relationship with the family register (book), and in conjunction with
this, examines the relationship with the Family Registers Survey of 1872, conducted under the Family Reg-
istration Law, and the subsequent annual population survey based on family registers.

Although the Kai-kuni Current Population Survey is considered to be a pilot survey for Population Cen-
sus, while retaining pre-modern elements, in reality it did not lead to the expansion of this survey to the
regions or to a nationwide simultaneous survey. On the other hand, the Family Registers Survey was a na-
tionwide survey, but was only conducted in 1872. If the Family Registers Survey had been continued, it
might have developed into the Population Census while incorporating the advanced statistical techniques of

the Kai-kuni Current Population Survey.
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