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On the Public Interest of “Official Statistics” in Japan

— From the Viewpoint of Survey Purposes —

Keiro HAMASUNA

Summary

The new Statistics Act (Act No. 53 of 2007) is legislated on may, 2007 by the total revision of Statistics
Law (Act No. 18 of 1947). In the Act for the government statistics the term “Official Statistics” is used and
it takes the position of critical information for the citizens in their reasonable decision making. The public
interest of statistical survey is the most important premise in order that citizens may actively take part in
the statistical practices and are specially willing to accept the obligation of the answer for statistical survey.
In the Basic Plan that the Statistics Commission drow up the survey purposes that concretes the public in-
terests of the Fundamental Statistics are discussed and it is very significant to maintain them. In this paper
the auhtor points out the superficiality and unsubstantiality in the purpose provisions of the survey rules
for the Fundamental Statistics by analyzing them and their topics.

Further, author observes, in order that citizens may recognize their survey purpose it is very important
that the the subjectivity of local authorities in the statistical survey is legally and institusionally established.

Besides in the analysis he tries to compare them with those of german statistics.
Key Words

public interest of statistical survey, survey purpose, purpose provisions of statistical survey,

Basic Plan concerning the development of Official Statistics, citizen’s subjectivity in statistical practice
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