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On Statistics of Simon Vissering

— Development of Statistics in Dutch Universities in middle 19th century —

Tadashi YOSHIDA

(Emeritus Professor of Kyoto University)

Summary

Netherlands had a long history of Political Arithmetic, but any university did not admit Political Arithme-
tic. At the beginning of 19th century, a lecture of statistics started in the faculty of law, Leiden University,
by Kluit. He owed a great deal to the Gottingen school of German statistics, and did not distinguish statis-
tics from political economy. In 1850, Vissering succeeded the professor of statistics of Leiden University.
He thought that the object of statistics was to realize actual state of society, and the material to be gathered
should include non-numerical data. So he could not give any numerical method to utilize statistics. Though
he regarded statistics as an auxiliary science of political economy, his statistics in the early stage was within
the frame of Gottingen school. In the 1870s, though the object and materials of his statistics was the same
as those of early stage, he introduced numerical method e.g. arithmetic mean, and new subjects of statis-
tics, e.g. tracing from effect to causes of change in composition of population, analyzing source and distribu-
tion of wealth of nation. We can say that his statistics is going out from the influence of Géttingen school. At
the beginning of his lecture, in1877, he said “Questions are arising as to giving lecture of statistics to stu-
dent of faculty of law. It should be given in other faculties” This speech was sometimes taken that he was
going to consider statistics as a general methodology. But his final object of scientific research was to ana-
lyze social system and find out ruling laws which were useful to human life mentally and physically. There-
fore his statistics was still regarded as auxiliary to political economy, politics, hygiene, medical science, so-

cial ethics etc.

Key Words

Statistics of Vissering, Political arithmetic in Netherlands, Statistics of Gottingen school in Netherlands
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