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A Study on the Definitions of the Unemployment and the
Gender-Disaggregation of the Unemployment Statistics in China

Xiaoli QIN

Summary

This paper firstly explains two systems of the production of unemployment statistics in China,
namely the reporting system, and census and survey system, and examines the definition and
interpretation of these statistics. It then examines the extent of gender-disaggregated presenta-
tion in each production stage of the statistics and clarifies the problems as follows: @ The
original forms for reporting have small numbers of reporting items and only a few gender-
disaggregated items. @ The questionnaire of the population census has gender-disaggregation,
but has no questions on the reason of unemployment. All the statistical tables in Tabulation on the
Population Census of the People’s Republic of China and Tabulation on the 1995 one percent
Population Sampling Survey of the People’s Republic of China are disaggregated by gender.
However, they have only a few multiple cross-tabulation. @ The Urban Labor Force Survey has
a more detailed questionnaire, but the question remains to be insufficient. @ The Labour Statisti-
cal Yearbook and China Statistical Yearbook has the same weakness as Tabulation on the
Population Census of the People’s Republic of China. Finally, it suggests improvements of the
statistics thorough gender-disaggregation, enriching the number and content of items, and the

reinforcement of multiple cross-tabulation etc.
Key Words

Unemployment statistics, Gender-disaggregation, Statistical Reporting System, Registered

unemployment rate, Surveyed unemployment rate
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