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Statistical Reform and Data Archive

Hiromi MORI

Summary

The new statistics law (Law No. 53 of 2007) in Japan was promulgated in May 2007 and will come into
force in full scale on April 1* 2009. The law is characterized, among others, by expanding its scope in terms
of application in several dimensions in which Japanese statistical system has been lagging behind based on
the new concept that official statistical data should be a kind of public goods produced and disseminated not
exclusively for governmental purposes as is the case at present but also for the general public as substantial
information for their rational decision making.

Article No. 8 (3) of the new law requires those who represent Government bodies to take appropriate
measures for the long-range and systematic storage of statistical information to endorse easy access by the
public. One may reasonably assume its systematic archiving as the deductive institutional outcome of the
new concept of official statistics.

Aim of this paper is twofold. First, to examine the current practice of storing statistical data by the
Government and bring under light some problems inherent in the present system. Second, to bring forward
an institutional design of the archive including its setup and its functioning. As the paper has elucidated, the
Government statistical data archive is expected to play a substantial role not only in keeping data for
historical analyses but also for multifarious secondary use and creating new statistical data through

matching different set of cross-sectional survey records as well as surveys and administrative records.
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