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Ev. Reden and the Society for German Statistics

Masakatsu NAGAYA
(Emeritus Professor of Kyoto University)

Summary

The purpose of this article is to follow the foundation of the Society for German Statistics. In 1846, this
Society was set up by Ev. Reden, who was a Prussian bureaucrat and a authority on the problems of trade
and the tariff-reform. Reden recruits many enthusiastic members (friends of statistics) and tries to con-
struct the network of them all over the Germany. He also founds the interconnections between the Statisti-
cal Society and many another academic societies. Through these steps, Reden intended to overcome the
defects of official statistics in Germany. But, the monetary fund of the Society was not sufficient and politi-
cal confusions, which was caused by the Revolution of March 1848, made it difficult to maintain the Society.

In the Constituent Assembly at Frankfurt am Main in 1848-49, several important problems on statistics
were proposed and discussed. On the establishment of the central bureau of statistics, the right of investi-
gation by government, and on the population census, some ideas were examined. But they could not be re-
alized. Nevertheless, the concerns to the modernization of the german social statistics were remained af-

terwards and contributed to the advance of it in the late 19. century.
Key Words

Ev. Reden, the Society for German Statistics, central bureau of statistics, right of investigation by gov-

ernment, population census
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