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Transition of official statistics practical work :
From the viewpoint of the tabulation technique develop-
ment process in the Meiji era

Yoshiyuki KOBAYASHI*

Summary

Modern survey techniques, including the questionnaire survey method, centralization of survey work,
use of cards for sorting and counting, and use of electric tabulating machines, were developed and estab-
lished among some European countries in the 19th century. Questionnaire surveys have brought about not
only the strict separation between the gathering and tabulation of data but also the centralization of all sur-
vey work (except fieldwork) to the central government. Electric sorting and counting machines, first intro-
duced in the 1890 U.S. census, instigated substantial changes in tabulating work procedures.

The Meiji era, from 1868 to 1912, saw the dawn of Japanese official statistics. The present population sur-
vey of Kainokuni (present-day Yamanashi prefecture) in 1879 was the first case of using modern survey
techniques (without the electric mechanization of tabulation). The Statistics Bureau of Japan developed its
own electric sorting and counting machine and applied it to the tabulation of the vital statistics survey after
1905. The modernization of survey techniques in Japan reached the same level of that in Western countries

by the end of the Meiji era.
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